Notes for Silver Lake Basin: A Mining Chronicle
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15 A sampling works, or sampler, was a combination assay house, smelter, and ore buyer. It
specialized in providing assays, testing batches of complex ore to identify the best treatment
methods, and buying small lots from producers that needed immediate income. At the sampler,
workers segregated the purchased ore into piles by composition and when enough of a single
type had accumulated, they smelted the batch in a custom run.
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27 A mill was a building in which complex machinery reduced or concentrated raw ore for
smelting.

28 Ransome, A Report on the Economic Geology, 40, 156.

29 Dirill steels were implements miners underground struck with hammers to chisel ore-bearing
rock.

30 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 149.

31 Slurry is a thin mixture of water with a fine, insoluble material.
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34 Tailings were waste products from milling (not mining).
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50 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 177.

51 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 170.



52 A tramway was an aerial, usually gravity-driven means for transporting ore. It consisted of
one or two wire ropes suspended over a series of towers. Its contemporary counterpart is the
motor-driven ski lift. The Bleichert system, named after its inventor, featured two wires: a
stationary track cable fixed to the tower tops, and a lower traction cable that pulled buckets
clamped to it and ran in an endless, closed loop.
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63 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 197.

64 Ransome, A Report on the Economic Geology, 156.

65 T. A. Rickard, Across the San Juan Mountains (Ouray, CO: Bear Creek Publishing Co.,
1980), 66-67. Rickard wrote the book in 1902

66 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 193.
67 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 203.

68 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 187.



69 Twitty, Basins of Silver, 205, 211.

70 Ransome, A Report on the Economic Geology, 160.
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80 To pinch out is to diminish to the point it disappears.
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